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tions of theirs, designed to Eoswellize Scott, and which
they may probably publish hereafter. To report conver-
sations fairly, it is a necessary prerequisite that we should
be completely familiar with all the interlocutors, and un-
derstand thoroughly all their minutest relations, and
points of common knowledge and common feeling with
each other. He who does not, must be perpetually in
danger of misinterpreting sportive allusion into serious
statement; and the man who was only recalling, by some
jocular phrase or half-phrase, to an old companion, some
trivial reminiscence of their boyhood or youth, may be
represented as expressing, upon some person or incident
casually tabled, an opinion which he had never framed,
or if he had, would never have given words to in any
mixed assemblage — not even among what the world calls
friends at his own board. In proportion as a man is
witty and humorous, there will always be about him and
his a widening maze and wilderness of cues and catch-
words, which the uninitiated will, if they are bold enough
to try interpretation, construe, ever and anon, egregiously
amiss — not seldom into arrant falsity. For this one
reason, to say nothing of many others, I consider no man
justified in journalizing what he sees and hears in a do-
mestic circle where he is not thoroughly at home; and I
think there are still higher and better reasons why he
should not do so where he is.
Before I ever met Scott in private, I had, of course,
heard many people describe and discuss his style of con-
versation. Everybody seemed to agree that it overflowed
with hearty good-humor, as well as plain unaffected good
sense and sagacity; but I had heard not a few persons
of undoubted ability and accomplishment maintain that
the genius of the great poet and novelist rarely, if ever,
revealed itself in his talk. It is needless to say, that the
persons I allude to were all his own countrymen, and
themselves imbued, more or less, with the conversational
habits derived from a system of education in which the

